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Features of Conspiracy Theory
Conspiracy theory explains how an event or a situation can invoke conspiracy, which is normally perpetrated by a powerful actor, especially political figures.  However, not all conspiracy theory is perpetrated by powerful people. Sometimes, it may involve normal and ordinary people living in the same neighbourhood. Conspiracy theory is characterized by various features which include political beliefs, distrust, and victimhood.
The second part of the “Expert guide to Conspiracy theories” shows that conspiracy theories are largely influenced by the psychological factors which include the individual beliefs of the political leaders and the people themselves. Joseph Uscinski, a political scientist at the University of Miami, explains that people who vote for the losing side are more likely to believe in the conspiracy theories than those who vote for the winning side (Bligh, 2020). As such, the podcast shows that political beliefs can influence people to a greater extent whether they believe in conspiracy theories or not.
Secondly, the podcast further showed that distrust could also characterize conspiracy theory. However, this distrust develops with time.  In this discussion, Jovan Byford from Open University explains how it is important to understand the historical context in trying to understand how conspiracy theories flourish with time (Bligh, 2020). Conspiracy theories emerge and flourish as society advances. That is why it is easy to find people today believing in conspiracy theories more than years before. As explained in the first part of the podcast, nothing is a coincidence based on history; it is easy to understand why people today are more prone to conspiracy theories.
Lastly, conspiracy theory is characterized by victimhood. Victimhood is a feature where conspiracy is propagated by victims by the event that they allude to. However, this victimhood begins with low agreeableness, which is associated with suspicion and antagonism (Goreis & Voracek, 2019). A good example is explained above in the case of an election where those from the losing side will always feel victimized out of suspicion that the winning side may have been involved in cheating or unfair practices.
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